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Englishwoman about Law's age who styled herself Lady Catherine
Seignieur. Directly descended from Sir Thomas Boleyn, father of the
celebrated Anne, second wife of Henry VIJI, she was a sister of the
titular Earl of Banlmry and had married a Frenchman named Seignieur.
Her brother had been an inmate of the King's Bench Prison at the same
time as Law, and it is possible that he gave Law an introduction to
Catherine. Her mother was a daughter of an Irish peer, Lord SherardL
Charles Knollys, who claimed the Earldom of Banbury, had married
ten years previously a woman named Elizabeth Lister. Almost imme-
diately after the ceremony, which took place in the Nag's Head Coffee
House in Covcnt Garden, the notorious Fleet prison parson, Dr. Cleaver,
officiating, Knollys deserted his bride in favour of another woman named
Elizabeth Price, who is stated to have been employed in some capacity
at the Court of St. Cerraains, They travelled about Europe for several
years together and eventually went through a form of marriage at Verona
in 1692. On Knollys's return to England he was challenged to a duel by
his first wife's brother-in-law, who was unfortunately killed in the ensuing
encounter. On being charged with murder Knollys had pleaded the pri-
vilege of trial before the House of Lords on the ground that he was the
legitimate descendant of his grandfather, who had been created Earl of
Banbury by Charles I. There was no doubt that William Knollys had been
raised to the peerage under this title in 1626 whoa he was eighty years
of age. HIH wife had borne him no children for the past thirty years, bulj
she then proceeded to produce two sons who each in turn claimed to suc-
ceed to the Banbury peerage. The second, who was the father of Catherine
and Charles, was born in the Earl's eighty-fifth year. The paternity of
both these sons was called in question, and as a result the House of Lords
had decided that Charles Knollys had no right to the earldom. The trial
was then moved to the Court of King's Bench where Knollys pleaded
misnomer. After lenght argument and delay, during part of which time
Knollyn was confined in the court prison. Chief Justice Holt eventually
declared the Lords* decision invalid and quoted the indictment Mean-
while Knollys had appeared before the ecclesiastical Court of Delegates
which, after a trial lasting over three years on the conflicting claims of
Elizabeth Lister and Elizabeth Price, had decided in favour of the former
on the ground that the latter unlike her opponent could be no worse off
than before since she had borne Knollys no children; also unlike Elizabeth
Littler she *had been a player and mistress to several persons.'
Nothing is known of Monsieur Seignieur except that his wife appears